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Provengal could not be considered as the parent of the
six Eomance dialects, would tell with equal force
against the pretensions of Gothic to be considered as
more than the eldest sister of the Teutonic branch of
speech.

Scandinavian.

There is, in fact, a third stream of Teutonic speech,
which asserts its independence as much as High-
German and Low-Gerrnan3 and which it would be
impossible to place in any but a co-ordinate position
with regard to Gothic, Low and High-German. This
is the Scandinavian branch. It consists at present
of three literary dialects, those of Sweden, Denmark,
and Iceland, and of various local dialects, particularly
in the secluded valleys and fiords of Norway,1 where,
however, the literary language is Danish.

It is commonly supposed2 that, as late as the
eleventh century, identically the same language was
spoken in Sweden, Norway, and Denmark, and that
this language was preserved almost intact in Iceland,
while in Sweden and Denmark it grew into two new
national dialects. Nor is there any doubt that the
Icelandic skald recited his poems in Iceland, Norway,
Sweden, Denmark, nay, even among his countrymen
in England and Gardariki, without fear of not being-
understood, till, as it is said, William introduced
Welsh, i. e. French, into England, and Slavonic
tongues grew up in the east.3 But though one and
the same language (then called Danish or Norrsenish)

1  See Schleicher, DeutscJie Spracke, s. 94.

2  Ibid. s. 60.

3  Weinhold, Altnordisches Leben, s. 27; Gunnlaugssaga, cap. 7.